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and fortune, they not only never fail to protect idol worship
from all attacks, but even advance and encourage it to the
utmost of their power, by keeping the knowledge of their
Scriptures concealed from the rest of the people. Their follow-
ers, too, confinding in these leaders, feel gratification in the
idea of the Divine nature residing in a being reaembiling them-
selves in birth, shape, and propensities ; and are naturally
delighted with a mode of worship agreeable to the senses,
though destructive of moral principles, and the fruitful parent
of prejudice and superstition ' - Pref., pp. ix. x.

"The zealous writer goes on to controvert the liberal opi-
nion of some Europeans that the Hindoos regard their idols,
as the Roman Catholics say they do their crucifixes and pic-
tures, as mere helps to contemplation ; an opinion, he says,
which very naturally arises oiit of 'the extreme absurdity of
pure, unqualified idolatry,' and under which, 'flimsy and
borrowed' as it is, he is glad to see the Hindoos willing to
shelter their practices, in as much as such a disposition shews
that they are beginning to be sensible of their folly. He
declares, however, that 'Hindoos of the present age with a
very few exceptions,' are downright and gross idolaters.

"'For whatever Hindoo purchases an idol in the market, or
constructs one with his own hands, or has one made up under
his own superintendence, it is his invariable practice to perform
certain ceremonies, called Pran Pratish'tha or the endowment
of animation, by which he believes that its nature is changed
from that of the mere materials of which it is formed, and that
it acquires not only life but supernatural powers. Shortly
afterwards, if the idol be of the masculine gender, he marries
it to a feminine one, with no less pomp and magnificence than
he celebrates the nuptials of his own children. The mysterious
process is now complete, and the god and goddess are esteemed
the arbiters of his destiny, and continually receive his most
ardent adoration.

'"At the  same time,   the  worshipper of images ascribes to
them  at once  the  opposite  natures  of human  and of super-